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1920

1990

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970
1961 First U.S. manned space flight.

1963 JFK assassinated.
1969 First man 
on moon.

1976  
Amer ican  
B icen tenn ia l .

1865 Civil War ends, slavery abolished.
1870 Right to vote given to all races.

1879 First electric light.

1891 First radio patent.

1896 Utah granted statehood.
1898 Spanish-American war.

1903 Wright brothers' first flight.

1913 Income Tax Amendment.
1914 World War I begins.

1919 Prohibition begins.
1920 Women given right to vote.

1925 Scopes Monkey Trial.
1929 Great Depression begins.

1933 Repeal of Prohibition.

1939 World War II begins.

1950 Korean War begins.

1879 Frederik Franson and F.J. Frederickson arrive in 
Salt Lake for a missionary journey that will lead them to 
Ephraim and Mount Pleasant.

1880

1884 Franson's report on 
the spiritual needs of 
Swedes in Utah results in 
forming the Alliance for 
Christian Activities (ACA) 
in Iowa. This group will 
later become the 
Evangelical Free Church 
of America.

1885 ACA sends 
Ellen Modin to Utah 
for a 7-year 
missionary effort.

1896 The Swedish 
Evangelical  Free 
Mission is formed to 
replace the ACA.

1890 Gustaf A. Young is 
sent out by the ACA to 
help Modin establish a 
mission church in Salt 
Lake City. His brief stay 
here is considered the 
beginning of the 
organized work in Utah.

1989 Ralph Porter 
becomes senior pastor.

1983 The Church leases the Fortuna 
Elementary School and moves up to 
Olympus Cove.

1982 The new Intermountain 
Christian School holds its first 
classes.

1961 The new church 
building on a 5-acre lot on 
3900 S. and 1900 East is 
dedicated while Arthur A. 
Anderson is pastor.  This 
building is now the Chinese 
Christian church pastored by 
a member of the EvFree 
Church.

1952 Ralph Larson 
becomes pastor of the 
Salt Lake church.1948 Pastor Wilbur Nelson arrives 

at a low point in the life of our 
church (a congregation of 5)
 and sees attendance rise to 
almost 200 in a matter of months.

1931 The word "Swedish" is
dropped and we become the
Evangelical Free Church of America. In 
Salt Lake the church is revived after a 
10-year period of discouragement - 50 
are now in attendance!

1903 Anders A. Anderson is
called as missionary to Utah.
The church meets in the 
Parsonage, AndersonÕs 
home.

1906 The Mission purchases the  
Methodist church at 738 S. 700 
East. The building, still standing, 
will house the church for the next 
55 years.

1907 A new parsonage behind the 
church building is purchased.

1908 The Swedish Evangelical Free Mission becomes the Swedish 
Evangelical Free Church of America.  A visiting minister, O. Carlson, 
accepts the call to Salt Lake City and the surrounding mission churches.

1908 The Swedish Evangelical Free Mission becomes the Swedish 
Evangelical Free Church of America.  A visiting minister, O. Carlson, 
accepts the call to Salt Lake City and the surrounding mission churches.

1890

1962 William Cose
 Becomes pastor.

1972 Gordon Donoho 
becomes new pastor.

1975 Reginald McClendon 
and Peter Ernst serve as 
senior pastor and youth 
pastor.

1986 Jeff Piehl joins 
E.Free as youth pastor 
and later serves as 
youth director for EFCA.

1987 Angus MacDonald is
called as pastor to E.Free.

In the Eyes of the 
World

In the Eyes of our 
Church

1910

1900

The vision for the church we now know as the Evangelical Free Church of Salt Lake 
City was born back in 1879 - the result of a missionary's visit to the Scandinavians 
living in the Utah Territories.  With a fervent desire to bring the Bible's good news of 
Jesus Christ to the people of the Salt Lake Valley, Frederik Franson and a handful of 
other believers established "the Utah Mission."  Worship services in the Swedish 
language were soon being conducted on a regular basis.  Ever since those humble 
beginnings, throughout over 100 years of ministry in this valley, our church has 
experienced times of growth as well as times of difficult and frustrating trials.  Yet, 
throughout both, our vision has remained clear:  we believe God has placed us here 
as a lighthouse to the Salt Lake Valley and as a place where people can still come 
together to hear the wonderful Truth of God's Word.

1980

1991 New church 
facility is built on 
Lion Lane. 
Fortuna building 
demolished.

2000

1997 Mike Hurt 
becomes senior 
pastor.

2000 Larry Kent; worship, 
Andy Marshall; youth, 
Paul Weissenborn; 
outreach hired.

2004

2001 US 
Ter ro r  A t tacks

2004 Calvin Hanson hired as Interim 
Senior Pastor
Jason Foster; Interim Youth Pastor


